
 
Pentecost XII  
 
Epistle:  
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

1 Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that 
some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those who are in prison, as though 
you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were 
being tortured. 4Let marriage be held in honour by all, and let the marriage bed be kept 
undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. 5Keep your lives free from the love of 
money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake 
you.’ 6So we can say with confidence, 
‘The Lord is my helper; 
   I will not be afraid. 
What can anyone do to me?’ 

7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of 
their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for 
ever. 15Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 
lips that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

 
 
Divine simplicity.  Hospitality.  Care for the hated and tortured.  Fidelity in marriage.  Lack of 
greed.  Imitation of the saints.  Sharing what you have. People accuse Paul of being 
complicated; I think that here we have him at his best.  And it dovetails nicely with the Gospel—
I think that Paul shows us how to take the worst seat at the banquet table.   
 

1.  The first thing I note is the continuity of his thoughts about simplicity of faith:  you 
cannot maintain this basic integrity without adopting the whole list.  I can’t punish in 
my mind the wanton greed of money-grabbing, soulless profiteers, and then side 
with wanton lust which destroys marriages and families.  The two go together.  I 
need to love my wife to the same degree that I love equity in pay for educators, for 
example.  Hospitality and marital fidelity flow from the same river.  I cannot be a 
super hospitable marriage destroyer in the mind of Paul, because simplicity of life 
comes as a unit.  It’s an overall ‘thing.’  This is the definition of integrity, and I think 
Paul is just trying to point out the overall continuity of certain ways of life.  It in no 
way takes away from the free grace available to people like me who run reckless all 
over these admonitions—it’s just a reminder that grace isn’t cheap…that grace isn’t 
God’s infinite shrug toward a way of life that’s good for the people of God.  Grace, 
over time, can bear fruit in a certain kind of integration of life. 

2. Secondly, the reference to angels is completely overwhelming.  My own mother has 
stories of this, as does a deacon friend of mind in the Orthodox church.  



Appearances of persons who otherwise disappeared upon the receiving (or lack 
thereof) of needs.  It’s clearly a reference back to Abraham, who hosted three 
strangers in Genesis; unbeknownst to him at the moment—it was the angel of the 
Lord…some have even speculated a pre-incarnate Christ/Trinity.  Either way, the 
hospitality of the saints is ever increased and encouraged and prodded by the 
heavenly interventions of angels—something I’m only too interested in believing.  
And when angels appear, it’s for our good (whether visible or invisible).  This isn’t a 
‘gotcha’ game with God.  God calls angels ‘ministers’—they exist for our good.  
When you have hosted them unawares, it’s a grace-filled moment.  It’s not God’s 
capricious game of ‘you better be nice or else!’ 

3. His admonitions about prison are interesting.  Particularly in his ordering it 
immediately after hospitality.  The needs of prisoners are to be met and understood 
as if they were your own needs.  Their sufferings are to be our sufferings.  Their 
imprisonment as if it were our own.  This puts the world on its head.  The very ones 
that we lock up in an effort to protect ourselves are to be numbered among those 
most deserving of hospitality.  I can think of nothing more Gospel-centered than 
that.  Nothing more controversial.  Jesus himself was crucified as a prisoner.  Why 
would think that our Christian lives afterward would then be an avoidance of 
prisoners shows how deeply we need to consider our faith—beginning to end.  We 
don’t follow an imprisoned and homeless Lord so that we can spend the rest of our 
lives dodging prisons and homelessness.  We go where our Lord went and proclaim 
his message in those places—forgiveness of sins, mercy, grace, and pardon.  Prison 
should be a place of hope because of the Christian presence there. 

4. Imitation of the saints.  In a world that spends its every waking hour showing us the 
destruction we know only too well, lifting up a constant and unending refrain of 
heroines and heroes whose lives show us the courageous and self-sacrificing nature 
of the Gospel is the vaccine that we need to maintain hope and faith and love in a 
world of self-destruction.  Imitate the saints.  Read about them constantly.  Read 
them to your children.  I love it.  It is good for us to remember what is good in this 
life.  Memory begets hope.  I need hope.  There’s too much out there that is bad to 
abandon hope, and so read about it.  Read about them.  Men and women of whom 
the world was never worthy. 

5. Sharing.  Your time is not your own.  Your home is not your own.  Your discretionary 
money is not your own.  Your energy is not really your own.  For all is love.  If love is 
only fully experienced in the act of giving it way (Augustine 101), then such is the 
way of love with everything else!  You will never know the fullness of the love of God 
through greed, lust, indifference, passivity, or protectionistic lock-down.  You will 
know it in gift-giving.  Live a life such that everything about your time, energy, and 
resources looks an awful lot like gift-giving.   

 
At this altar, we see the utter simplicity of our lives before God.  Reception.  Gift-giving.  Love.  
The act of reception, which is really no act at all.  Right here, “8Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and for ever.”      In the name… 


